
W HEN CONGRESSIONAL Republicans 
passed a series of reforms at the begin- 
ning of this Congress — some of them 
quite useful — there were some glaring omis- 
sions. In particular, the leadership declined to 
deal with two of the most important issues left 
over from the last Congress: reforms in lobbying 
and gift rules and changes in the way campaigns 
are financed. 

Rep. Christopher Shays, a Connecticut Repub- 
lican, thinks his party ought to take up these and 
other political reform proposals after the 100-day 
push for the Contract With America is over. He 
has put some muscle behind his demand by 
assembling a bipartisan group of House members 
behind a package of seven bills to deal with many 
of the most critical issues, including lobbyists’ 
gifts and campaign reform. 

Unfortunately, the package itself has a lowest- 
common-denominator quality and is in need of 
substantial revision. The ban on lobbyists’ gifts. 


for example, is much weaker than a proposal that 
passed the House last year; it contains some 
large loopholes that would prevent it from being 
a genuine step forward. The campaign reform bill 
is weaker still, dealing mostly with the issue of 
political action committee contributions and ig- 
noring the much more important matters of 
campaign spending limits and at least some steps 
toward public financing and cheaper access to 
television and the mails. The bill would take few 
steps toward creating a reasonably fair playing 
field between incumbents and challengers. 

Nonetheless, the simple introduction of these 
bills is a step in the right direction. Mr. Shays— 
historically a strong supporter of reform — and 
his colleagues in this effort should be prepared to 
strengthen their proposals. And the leadership of 
both houses should take a cue from this group 
and turn their repeated promises to clean up 
Congress into something more substantive. 



